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Abstract: Globalization is a widely used term which has &egliseveral meanings varying in their
degree of precision, among intellectuals, medialtilmteral lending agencies, business community,
environmentalists, economists, traders, educai&tsabnd others. Globalization is very closely
connected with the concepts of liberalization, gtization, free markets, centrality of productiyity
cultural pluralism transnationalism, informatisatiand so on. Education in general and teacher
education in particular occupies a significant nolehe modern context of the global society. Every
country develops its system of education to expagsspromote its unique socio-cultural identity and
also to meet the challenges of the time. Globatimahas replaced the intrinsic value of teacher
education with an instrumental value. Consequeadycation is identified as a salable commodity
and non-salable knowledge is sealed down in thbaflperspective. The rapid global expansion of
knowledge demands an over--all re-organization diication, especially a. basic change in the
perspective and process of teacher education.
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The new challenges initiated by globalization engihahe need for re-thinking
and restructuring the objectives, contents and odetlogies of teacher education
programme under the new value perspective, nanglglity, competence and
performance, emerging in the global scenario. lis tontent the concept of
autonomous system had increased its role Hencétemp is made in this paper
to examine the advantages and disadvantages afaamyocolleges in India.

History of Indian Higher Education System (Stage 1)

The theme of higher knowledge and higher educatias fashioned in India by
the ancient Rishis and sages in the Vedic age. édry Gurukul system of
education flourished in the Vedic and Upanishadogerbut a huge University
came to be set up at Takshasila in the 6th ceButy Two universities namely
Nalanda and Vikramsila were established in the @l 5™- centuries A. D.
respectively.
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The first institution to be given the status ofuersity was Sera Moore College,
near Calcutta in 1829. The first three universigstablished in India in 1857 at
Calcutta, Bombay and Madras which were affiliatungjversities following the

model of the London University, Allahabad Univeysivas a later formation,

which has completed one hundred years was estableha Unitary University.

Present System of Higher Education in India (Stage?2)

It was only during the period 1904 and 1913, thatarting instruction within the
universities began in India. Even so, the genea#temn of affiliation of colleges
continues with most of the universities in the dopunSome of the major problems
that are confronting the present university affitia are discussed below:

The System of affiliation was introduced when thesre just a few colleges in
and around the university/city. And there, the nambf students was also small.
Communication between the university and affiliatetleges in the same area was
easy and smooth. Today, many affiliated collegese haetween 3000 - 5000
students. Thanks to the de-linking of pre-degredestts, the number is dwindling
in several colleges, but colleges cannot start caawses because of affiliation.

Catering to the educational needs of studentsmmote corners was not a major
concern during the 19'h and early 20™ centuriesahse the number of students
going for higher education was small. Repeatingdidetype of education for the
new generation of students is not going to be ktpfthem.

The sudden expansion of Higher Education has lddwering of quality; many
colleges do not have even adequate physical inficiste, not to speak of
innovative and community related, socially relevemirses.

The University's monitoring of the quality of teaudy, research, physical facilities
like library and laboratory equipment is often noatiand some times politicized.

Although the university sets standards, there iprmper mechanism to monitor
the observance of those standards.

The University has become a huge examination méstmaconducting exams to
thousands of students every year in regular andi@s streams, evaluating answer
books and declaring results are major activitieswhich new buildings are to be
constructed.

The system of Affiliation puts the responsibilitf apdating or revising the
syllabus on the shoulders of the University. Thiseges themselves must be made
responsible for such revision. The evaluation wobél better if done by the
concerned teachers.

Stage - 3

College autonomy is not a new idea. The Kothari @Gission (1964-66) has
formally recommended college autonomy for the finste in India. In 1969, Dr.
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Gajendra Gadkar committee also suggested the cobrafeputonomy to the
university department. Subsequently, in 1973, theCUsent a circular to all
universities recommending them to set up Autonomookeges. From 1978
onwards Autonomous colleges came into existence.U®C has initial objective
of establishing 1000 colleges at the end of 8tm.plat present, around 140
Autonomous colleges exist in 8 states.

The concept of ‘investment in education' was eitpli@dopted by the Govt. of

India in the national policy on education in 196&eping in view the growing

requirement of the educational system, the Govindifa has promised to allocate
at least six percent of national income to educafiom the public exchequer.
This goal is set for realization by the end of e year plan. Besides its social
and cultural dimensions, education is also an emin@nd political investment

yielding long-term benefits. It .is, therefore, rapily justifiable but desirable to

raise money from private sources in order to elasetessure on public spending.
This of course, is not meant to release the Stata fts financial commitments,

which have been substantial in India.

Stage - 4

In recent years, rapid changes have occurred ifiglteof higher education. The

internationalization of higher education has beeatognized as important

development in world declaring on higher educatidopted in Paris in 1998. This
declaration has emphasized upon national and etiemal partnership based on
common interest, mutual respect and credibility.tAils culminated in the general

agreement on trade in services or the GATS. InHigher education system as a
whole has to address the challenges of the emeigiemationalization based on

its own strengths and weaknesses.

The GATS 2000 also recognizes that education & large extent a government
function, in that governments will continue to play important role as suppliers
of such services.

So, in the view of the globalization of educationy Indian institutes must be in a
position to face the challenges imposed by thereaténstitutions.

Autonomy in principle enables a college to devedop propose programmes that
are considered relevant by that college, to its édiisie environment as well as the
country as a whole. In other words, a college shcug able to identify the
aspirations of the community that is round it arftedively translate those
aspirations in to viable academic programme. AnocAamous college will have
the freedom to decide on curriculum and coursetuadys The teacher himself or
herself will study the individual and social neealsjved at the course of study and
design the curriculum in order that every studentvell informed of the recent
development in the discipline of his choice, isatap of self - learning, reasoning
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and is creative. The main thrust in an Autonomooldege is maintaining and
promoting academic excellence among its students.

Objectives of Autonomy
« An Autonomous college will have freedom to:
- Determine and prescribe its own courses of studysghabi

« Prescribe rules for admission in consonance with riservation policy the
State Govt.

« Evolve methods of assessment of student work, ahduct of examinations a
notifications of results

- Use of modern tools of educational technology tbiee higher standards a
greater creativity.

Advantages of Autonomy

- Board of studies can be formulated consisting af toncerned faculty
members.

« Value education can be introduced.

« More scope for teacher development and his/helicigztion in the college
administration.

- Decentralization of powers and building a visionéegdership at gross root
level.

- Eligible for special financial assistance from UG@hder the special
Autonomous grants scheme.

The concept and objectives of autonomy in principiks good but in reality it is
total different. The problems may be said to owe thck of clarity on the
following matters:

1. The concept of autonomy needs more clarificatioraniv times it exist -
dilemma over to whom the autonomy is granted, ifoitPrincipal? Or is it t
Department? Or it is for the management?

2. Unless the financial support from UGC increasesstnud the managements
will n show interest in getting autonomy. But UGE mot ready to release
additional grant So there is a dilemma in the miofdsranagements to opt for the
Autonomous college status.

3. Minority privilege either it may be based upongeus or linguistic category is
a very powerful weapon which is often misused irtohomous colleges, to cover
all t1 problems, short comings and mismanagemelntssome cases, these
managements are challenging the laws of the lasdf.itAnother hard reality is
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that, the minor institutions are in more numberatal number of Autonomous
colleges. Yet another hard reality is that, all dhgections raised hither to against
the Autonomous college scheme were the basic afjactbelonging in the
minority institutions only. Instead of pointing agst these institutions many
people simply blame the Autonomous college schetselfi What is the
alternative for this type of misuse 0" Constituéibprovision?

4. Most of the teaching staff, feel that autonomy widkase their

individuality; moreover they generally feel thaethutonomy is the beginning of
privatization and gradually leads to reduction loé funds released by the Govt.
The doubt must be clarified. 5. Will the appointiserand other benefits of
Autonomous colleges be equivalent those providedGawt. colleges and to
affiliated Colleges enjoying UGC funds? The UGC tuakarify the doubts

aroused.

The system survives if the following points are miained strictly:

1. The review committees should be constituted tosssee functioning of
the colleges periodically; particularly the evaloat pattern, fees structure,
utilization funds, changes in syllabus etc.

2. The student council and teacher's council haveetedvablished and their
concern to be taken out. An effective regulatorychagmism should be established
by the UGC to monitor the functioning of the colsg

3. Before extending Autonomous status to other co#iegebjective
evaluation and revamping of the existing Autonomeorikeges may be done.

4. In the name of autonomy no extra fees should beoseg on students
because it is generally the rural and lower middéss students who join in the
affiliated colleges.

Lastly, in India, we should not impose uniformitydughout the country. Variety
will make the people to think in divergent wayse&tivity increases with variety.
So we should allow variety.

Autonomous college scheme is a new one. Some gquetiments have also been
made. Because of some bad experiences, at thisijeneve need not oppose the
whole scheme. At the same time, we need not petiacarpet welcome for this

scheme. As part of Variety in the educational fskel should allow the scheme for
some more time.

"The Autonomous college system cannot be an aligmasystem for the
degenerating affiliation system. There should becisp efforts to correct the
present affiliating system also". -- ?

"The stars and Autonomous statuses are not for @oiah purposes to market the
college name and fame. They are mere represergaifdnigh quality and quantity
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of educational standards of the institutions. Oa ttame of Autonomy, there
should be no cut in aid from the government or t18igher education to all is the
unavoidable responsibility of State and in the namk Globalization,

internationalism, Corporatization; General Agreetmeai Trade in Services
(GATS), funding agencies should not avoid sanctigraid for Higher Education.

Funding higher education is not mere non-profitable exere; it is a good
capital for brighter tomorrow.
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